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NCHS ATTENDANCE  
Sept to Dec 09 – 91.8% 
Sept to Dec 10—92.3% 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Once again it is a pleasure to be able to talk about the work at NCHS over the past term.  As usual it has been an incredibly 
busy term for both staff and pupils.  The term began on a ‘high’ as NCHS achieved its ‘best ever’ GCSE results with 54% of 
pupils gaining 5 A*-C grades and 45% of pupils gaining 5 A*-C grades (including English and Maths) against an already 
aspirational target of 27%.  I am sure you will agree this is an outstanding achievement for everyone at the school, as the 
saying goes “The future’s looking rosy”. 
 
Across the federation, Julian Morgan joined Clayton as the Associate Headteacher.  This means that leadership in both 
schools is now complete and together Mark, Julian and I can now work with you all to strengthen and move both schools 
forward. 
 
In October NCHS had a ‘no notice’ monitoring inspection from Ofsted.  The inspection team was clearly impressed with the 
progress of the school since its last full inspection in July 2009 and progress against action points was judged ‘good’ as was 
the school’s capacity for sustained improvement.  Pupil behaviour was judged at least good in all aspects and whilst all 
lessons observed were at least satisfactory, 64% were judged to be good or outstanding.  The full report is attached for you to 
read. 
 
The pupils have also been really busy this term as you will see as you read on.  I am really proud of a group of year 11 pupils 
who took it upon themselves to raise money for ‘Help for Heroes’.  They planned and delivered an assembly to the whole 
school to raise awareness and then organised a non uniform day raising over £350 in the process. 
 
A year 11 pupil, Shannon Russell, (part of our Princes Trust Group) has also been recognised for her part in organising ‘NCHS 
has got talent’ in the summer term.  Shannon received an award at a very prestigious event at Aston Villa Football Club. 
 
Throughout November pupils busily prepared for our Christmas Fair which took place on Saturday 27th November.  Once 
again, this was enjoyed by all and a great success.  Friarswood, Silverdale and Seabridge Primary Schools joined us and had 
their own stalls, raising money for their individual schools, each supported by NCHS’s year 10 Business Studies Group.  I am 
pleased to say that we raised over £400.  Pupils are now voting on a charity for this to go to. 
 
It just remains for me to remind everyone that school ends at 12:30pm on Friday and opens again at 8:45am on Tuesday 4th 
January 2011. 
 
May I wish all of you a very pleasant and restful Christmas and a very happy new year! 
 
Jill Adamson 
Associate Headteacher at NCHS 







 

    

    

    

    

    

LIBRARY NEWSLIBRARY NEWSLIBRARY NEWSLIBRARY NEWS    

WELCOME YEAR 7’SWELCOME YEAR 7’SWELCOME YEAR 7’SWELCOME YEAR 7’S    

    

The library has proven popular with the new year 
7 pupils. We have a large group of regulars and 
the avid readers have joined our Reading Club. 
All new members took part in the latest spon-
sored Readathon in the library, to celebrate Chil-
dren’s Book Week! 
All year 7’s took part in a Library Book Hunt dur-
ing their English lesson to get to know the library. 
They also each got to choose a FREE BOOK 
from the Booked-up scheme.  
To get our new recruits reading as much as pos-
sible, they also completed book reviews about 
the book they enjoyed reading the most. Take a 
look at what some of them thought!  
 
Booked-up! – This is a government scheme that 
allows every year 7 in the country to get a brand 
new free book to keep. They can choose from a 
selection of 15 specially selected books  
The most popular choices for our year 7’s were: 
 

        
                    Z-Rex   The Dying Photo 
 
 

 
READING CLUBREADING CLUBREADING CLUBREADING CLUB    

    

Reading Club started up again in September. All 
our regular members returned eager too get 
points and win the Gold prize at the end of the 
year. Megan-Rose is currently in the 
lead….again! Due to the success of Reading 
Club we have started to let non-members into 
the library on Reading Club days on a trial basis 
as long as they read quietly. This has thus far, 
been a success. 
Our new, year 7 members (who joined in the 
Readathon) are: 
Alex Broad 
Jacob Evans 
Prentice Johnson  
Daniel Heath 
 

READATHON!READATHON!READATHON!READATHON!    

    

This terms sponsored Readathon occurred    
during Children’s Book Week in October. Old 
and new members got as much sponsor money 
as they could manage and we read all day in the 
library. We had awards for ‘most sponsor money 
raised’ and ‘best behaved pupil’. Prentice      
Johnson and Alex Broad won these awards   
Prizes: 
Alex Broad – Harry Potter and the Philosophers 
Stone 
Prentice Johnson – Jane’s Aircraft recognition 
guide 
 
We raised £103 for our chosen charity. Thank 
you to everyone who took part and gave 
sponsor money! 
 

 

QUIZ DAYQUIZ DAYQUIZ DAYQUIZ DAY    

    

The library Quiz Day started again from scratch 
in September. The Quiz Day is every      
Wednesday dinnertime, and everyone who can 
muster up a team of people is eligible to take 
part. The quiz will continue for the entire year 
with a face off between the top two teams in July 
next year. So, plenty of time to join in and take 
the crown yet! 
 
Last year’s winner Kyle Shaw and Matt Barlow 
have not returned to defend their crown, so it’s 
an open field. Currently in the lead is Team 
MTJCCR – they know who they are! 
 
Miss Steele—Librarian  
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Year 10/11 Duke of Edinburgh 
Award 

 
52 pupils from NCHS have registered to take part in 
the Bronze award and meet regularly after school to 
take part and learn first aid, map reading and camp 
craft skills.  They also take part in boxing sessions 

and maintain the school allotment. 
 

The pupils are currently preparing to take part in their 
first expedition which will take place in the Peak     

District in January 2011.  This will consist of the pupils 
organising and preparing their own 7 mile route,    

producing route cards and map reading around the 
route in groups of 4 – 7 and preparing their own kit for 

the walk. 

 
Mr Gregory 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Christmas Maths Puzzle 

Mr Mickleburgh 
 
 

How many gifts, in total, did I  

receive during the Twelve Days of 

Christmas - according to the song? 

 

(Hint – the answer isn’t 78!) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
History visit to Auschwitz Birkenau in 

Poland 
 

A group of 20 pupils have recently visited 
Auschwitz.  This has provided a unique 

opportunity to visit perhaps the most    
notorious death camp of all.  The visit  
included a guided tour of the historic   

medieval town of Krakow and a visit to 
the Jewish Kazimierz district and the only 

working synagogue still left in             
Krakow.  Students also had the            

opportunity to visit the Schindler Museum 
which links in to the work that Year 9  

students are studying on the Holocaust 
and Spielberg’s interpretation of it.  There 
was also  an opportunity for students to 

experience the cultural aspects of      
Krakow itself by visiting a Christmas  

market. 

 
Mrs Robinson 

 
 
 
 
 

Dance mats. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shannon Crittenden Year 9 

Myself, along with a number of other 
year nine pupils have been running a 
dance mats group every Wednesday 
lunchtime for the past couple of months 
with Mrs Burr supervising. We enjoyed 
the responsibilitys it gave us and the fact 
that we were able to lead a group with 
little or no help from Mrs Burr. We also 
hope to continue running the dance mats 
sessions after the Christmas holidays. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Rugby 
 
 
 
 
 
The year 9 rugby team have had another successful 
season.  They won the Newcastle schools tournament 
winning all of their games, although it took a last    
minute try to gain the win over Clayton Hall.  The team 
then went to the Staffordshire year 9 tournament at 
Lichfield on a very cold November evening  represent-
ing Newcastle schools where they found the competi-
tion very hard.  However, the team managed to raise 
their game progressing to the semi final where they 
lost to the eventual winners.  The boys’ behaviour and 
attitude has been fantastic throughout the season and 
they have been a credit to the school.  The team 
ethos is going from strength to strength and I look for-
ward to working with them next season.   
 

Well done, Mr Gregory. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BBC school news report – Watch this space. 
 
Y8 students are completing work on a project 
in conjunction with the BBC.  On March 24th 
2011 students will be taking part in the BBC 
schools report day by producing news stories 
to be published on our website and the BBC’s 
school report webpage.  Make a note in your 
diary to check our website on the day.  More 
news in the next newsletter. 
 

 

Mrs Allwood 
 
 

    
SEN Department 

 

It is our ambition within the SEN department and 

throughout NCHS that every child reaches their 

full potential in school, and can make a successful 

transition to adulthood and the world of further 

education, training or work.  One of our many ways 

to help promote and improve the support they need 

is by involving students as much as possible with 

outside run agencies,  one such programme was the 

creative arts sessions which was held at Newcastle 

library.  The students attended a morning/

afternoon session working with a professional  

graffiti artist learning the very complex art of 

graffiti and T shirt printing.  Having these sessions 

at the library was also a fantastic way of encourag-

ing these young people to use the library for their 

pleasure, to read, hire out music or films or even 

just to use the PC. Two of our students even joined 

on the day.   

By Ashley Paczkowski 
 

By Mark Dixon 

 
 By Jack Swinney 

 
 
Some of our students in year 11 approached me and asked  
if they could raise money for Help for Heroes.  I asked the  
girls concerned if they would lead an assembly in front of  
the whole school to encourage all pupils to get involved,  
this they did and the result was a non uniform day. The 
school raised £367.  I hope you will agree with me the     
students have done an excellent job. 
 
The money raised will be used to provide support for the 
men and women who are injured in the service of our  
country. 
 

Mrs Adamson 

“The afternoon was good fun, and we got to take 
our t shirts that we printed home” 

“It was ace – because we got to do loads of dif-
ferent stuff”, and I even joined the library” 

“Our nurture group is a fun group because we do 
some fun things like going to Newcastle Library. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Massey selling cakes! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Cards anyone? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who won on the tombola? 

 
 
 

 
WINNING HOUSE 

 
SIEVERT 

Balloons in the car  KAS 
Cake stall    EJO 
Wooden Decoration Sale SLO 
Roll a 6    AJO 
Hot Dogs    EKE 
Quiz Games   SDA  
 
Well done everyone. 
 
 
 

WINNING FORM 
 

LRO 
 
The winning stall was Mrs Robinson’s form 
who ran the Tombola. 
 
Well done to everyone who worked very hard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank: 
 
 

Keele Christmas Tree Farm for 
their generosity in supplying the       
Christmas tree for the main 
school hall. 
 
 
 

 
 
Penkhull Nurseries for supplying the 
Christmas Poinsettias. 

Photographs of just a few of  the many stalls 
that helped to make the NCHS such a 

 resounding success!!!! 

   NCHS Christmas Fair  

 



 

CONSTRUCTION 
 
 
Some of our year 10 pupils made a constructive career move in November when they visited Nu 
Build houses at Stoke on Trent College to find out about careers in construction and building and 
engineering services.  Called Nu Build, the homes were manufactured in Germany then shipped 
over to the UK where they were constructed at the college within just two weeks, thus bringing to-
gether twin needs of greener  construction and skilling-up the local workforce. 
 
Stephen Edwards “I’d love to work in construction.  It was great to see inside the Nu Build houses 
and also see all the students training in construction.  I like to be hands on instead of just sitting 
around.  It’s been great seeing all that the college has to offer and I hope to come here when I fin-
ish school.” 
 

Mr Burndred 



 

 

INTERHOUSE FOOTBALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October, we held an inter-house 11-a-side football 
tournament which provided some thrilling               
entertainment for all that were watching. Firstly there 
was a Key Stage 3 competition involving a team made 
up of year 7’s, 8’s and 9’s from each of the four 
Houses. Each House played each other once in a 
group format and the top two teams played each other 
in a final. The Celsius team made an excellent start 
winning their first two games comfortably and with 
Sievert following hot on their heels, they set up an 
exciting final. Celsius started the better of the two and 
piled the pressure on the Sievert team, who were   
defending stubbornly, but they could not hold back a 
victorious Celsius team who were crowned Key Stage 
3 Inter House Football Tournament Champions. 
                                                                                      
                                                              
On the other pitch, there was the hotly contested Key 
Stage 4 tournament, involving Year 10 and Year 11 
players (plus a few Year 9 pupils who helped out by 
making up the KS4 teams to full teams) again        
representing the 4 Houses. Newton went into the   
tournament as hot favourites but after winning their 
first match comfortably, struggled in the next two 
games and were eliminated. This left the competition 
wide open and allowed Henry to win the group, with 
Sievert finishing second. The final was full of twists 
and turns, with penalties, disallowed goals and lots of 
nerves. Henry were seconds away from winning the 
game when John Johnston equalised with practically 
the last kick of the game. This took the game to a 
penalty shoot out, with an extremely nervous         
atmosphere. Henry made the better start, scoring their 
first 4 penalties, with Sievert missing one of their 4, 
but unfortunately for Henry, their fifth penalty was 
missed, leaving Sievert to draw level. In sudden 
death, the score reached 8-8 before Henry missed 
their penalty, leaving Sievert to secure victory with a 
precise spot kick into the top corner. It was a fantastic 
match and a credit to all of the players involved. 
 
The tournament was a great success and the players 
behaved in an exceptional manner. 
 

Celsius - Key Stage 3 Inter House Football 
Tournament Champions 
Sievert - Key Stage 4 Inter House Football  
Tournament Champions 
 
Mr Scarratt 
 

  
 

INTERHOUSE NETBALL TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS3 RESULTS; 1st Henry, 2nd Newton, 3rd Celsius, 
       4th Sievert 
 
KS4 RESULTS; 1st Celsius, 2nd Henry, 3rd Newton, 
       4th Sievert 
 

The girls showed outstanding team spirit, their 
behaviour both on and off the pitch was        

impeccable. 
 

Mrs Clarke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs Aston ‘supporting’ her team! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The acts which took part in the 
  talent show. 
     
 
 

 

 

Mr Jones on the dance mats! 



Forename Surname Yr 

Ethan  Cortese 8 

Katie Morris 11 

Lauren  Grocott 11 

Karley Thomas 11 

Aden  Mold 7 

Billy Webb 9 

Abigail Forrester 10 

Jessica  Edwards 8 

Gabby Thorley 8 

Lauren Valco 8 

Sarah Goodall 8 

Georgina  Barclay-Hill 10 

Sharon Parker 10 

Lauren  Dearden 11 

Chelsie Wagstaff 9 

Nathan  Chester 9 

Jordan  Ridge 9 

Charlie  Williams 9 

Chelsie Pritchard 11 

Jake Matthews 10 

Oliver McNicholas 10 

Bethany Nicklin 10 

Danielle Heath 10 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Pupils who have received a praise letter this term  - 

 
 
Educational Achiever of the Year 

Award (Princes Trust) –              
Shannon Russell 

 
Shannon was nominated for the above 
award for her hard work, enthusiasm, dedi-
cation and her success in running a whole 
school Talent competition as part of the 
Princes Trust Programme. The awards cere-
mony took Shannon and her team mate, Kar-
ley Thomas who supported Shannon in her 
work, to Aston Villa Football club to be pre-
sented with her certificate for her achieve-
ment. Shannon said “I never thought I’d be 
able to achieve anything before I found The 
Princes Trust. Now I’m doing things that I 
never thought would be possible. I’m really 
proud to be nominated for this award.” 
 
Shannon will go on to bigger things now with 
her increased confidence!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again NCHS supported The Poppy   
Appeal this year.  We raised £44.73 selling 
poppies from reception.  This was included in 
the district total of £52,000.   
 
 



FREE BUS  
SERVICE 

 
The school has been able to secure a free 
bus service for pupils attending after school 
activities and detention.  The service will op-
erate from Monday to Thursday, routes are 
based upon those currently provided, which 
are: 
 
Bus No 431 (Operated by D & G Buses) 
 

Depart NCHS - 
The Science    
College at 16:30, 
calling at: 
Park Site 

Silverdale 

Milehouse Lane 

Cross Heath 

 

Bus No 112 (Operated by Scraggs Coaches) 
 
Depart NCHS - The Science  
College at 16:30, stopping on  
request to Knutton 
 
*This service will start again on Monday 10th 
January 2011*    
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 
Pupils wishing to use this service must 
register their names with Mrs Gregory by 
Lunchtime on the day they wish to travel. 
 
 

 

 
Extra Curricular Activities at NCHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Year 7 pupils.  Why not join our 
Breakfast Club daily from 08:00 to 08:35 
in the Dining Room.  Membership entitles 
you to FREE Toast and a Hot Drink or 
Fruit Juice.   
Note This offer is open to those pupils in 
Year 7 during the school year 2010/11. 
 
Thanks go to the Community and  
Learning Partnership for supporting this 
venture. 

  Lunch time club After school clubs 

Mon Dodge Ball 
Volley Ball 
French Film Club 

SAS Homework Club 
Football Training 
Swimming 
English Foundation 
 

Tue Cheerleading 
Board Games Club 
Dodge Ball 

Duke of Edinburgh 
Boys Football 
 

Wed Boys Football 
African Drumming 
Rock It Ball 
ICT Club 
Board Games Club 

Maths Revision 
Guitar Club 
Netball 
Cookery Club 
Fitness 
Cake Decorating 

Thu Badminton 
English Coursework 
Film Club 
Board Games Club 
Btec Sport Support 

Tech Coursework 
ICT Club 
Art Club 
Instrumentalists 
G&T English 
Geography Homework 
H & S Care Catch Up 
History Homework 
Swimming 
Textiles 
Football 

Fri Badminton 
SWAT Club 
Football 
Board Games Club 

  



 

Do you want a Fitter, Healthier and Happier        
family in 2011? Why not join our Free Family MEND 
programme! 
  
The MEND Programme is a 10 week NHS North              
Staffordshire fun, free-of-charge community, family-
based programme for families with children who 
are above their ideal weight and aged between 7-13.  
  
One parent or guardian must attend each session with 
the child. The programme helps families to make 
healthy changes to their daily lives with great results.   
  
Programme highlights include: 

• Weekly games, activities and swimming for kids. 

• Learning that being active can be a lot of fun! 

• Fun, interactive discussions that will teach you 
easy, effective ways to improve your child’s behaviour 
and improve his/her self-confidence. 
Practical demonstrations, games and tips about healthy 
foods, label reading and portion sizes 
 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Programme  
Hempstalls Primary School                                              
Tuesdays and Thursdays  - starting Jan 25th 2011  
6pm-8pm  
 
Programme Manager: Wayne Glover 
  
Programmes have limited spaces. To enrol or for more 
information contact the MEND Team on: 07707275409 
or visit http://www.mendprogramme.org 
  

 

NCHS  
THE SCIENCE COLLEGE 

Gallowstree Lane Newcastle ST5 2QS    
        Tel 01782 667658 

 
Public swimming sessions 

 
 
 

Mondays:             6.30-8.00    Family swim.                                      
   8.00-9.00    Lane swimming. 

 
Wednesdays:       9.30-11.30  Over 50’s.                                        
 8.00-9.00   Lane swimming 

 
Thursdays:              

 
Saturdays:            pm.         Pool hire for parties.    
    
Sundays:               am.  Pool hire for parties                         
   3.30-5.30  Family fun swim. 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
 
 
The community office is putting on a month of charity events 
in January in which all the students are invited to            
participate.  We are doing a 24 hour sponsored swim, mini 
tennis tournament, badminton tournament and a variety 
show.  Auditions will take place in the new year for the   
students to get into the variety show.  We are looking for 
dance acts, bands, comedians,  jugglers any thing that can 
be done for between 5 and 15 mins.  
 
 

 

Interested in a Career in School Meals? 
 
We are looking for enthusiastic people who would 
enjoy providing good food to the young people of 
NCHS in support of a healthy lifestyle. 
• Casual Basis 
• Term Time working 
• Excellent rates of pay 
 
If you are interested contact Tracey on 01782 
667650 ext 680. 
 

School Absence Line:  

01782 667660 
 
 

 
Just a reminder to all parents that the above number is the one 
you should be ringing if your child is ill or going to be late in, 
due to an appointment.  It is a dedicated line and is available 
for you to ring 24 hours a day.  You will hear a short message 
asking you to leave details of your child’s absence.   



 

School Terms and Holiday Dates 2011 

 

School re-opens to students on Tuesday 4th January 2011 
Week 1 

 

Spring Term 2011: 
 
Staff & Pupils:  Tuesday 4 January – Friday 18 February  34 working days 
 
Holiday:   Monday 21February – Friday 25 February  5 days  
  

Staff & Pupils:  Monday 28 February – Friday 8 April    30 working days 
 
Holiday:    Monday 11 April – Monday 25 April    11 days 
 
Easter Sunday:  Sunday 24 April 
 
 

Summer Term 2011: 
  

Staff & Pupils:  Tuesday 26 – Friday 27 May    22 working days 
 
Bank Holiday: Friday 29 April      1 day 
 
Bank Holiday: Monday 2 May       1 day 
 
Holiday:   Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June   5 days 
 
Staff & Pupils:  Monday 6 June – Friday 22 July   35 working days 
 
Holiday:    Monday 25 July – Friday 2 September  30 days 
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